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When I was a high school student in Los Angeles, I had a very good friend, Ken. We were in the
same class for three years in high school days, but Ken was one year older than I. In his first year, he
had *cancer and his life was in *danger. But a doctor saved his life. He had to be in hospital for about
nine months and after that he had to stay home for a month. So he couldn’t move up to the second grade.
After he got well, he started in the first grade again. Then I met him. He studied very hard because he
had a dream. He wanted to be a doctor and save other people. He was at the top of the class by the end
of the first grade. I had the same dream because my father was a doctor. My mother says, “Your father
was a very good doctor.” My mother was a nurse. They were working together in the same hospital.
They fell in love and got married. My father died before I graduated from junior high school. After he
died, my mother had to work till late at night. So I often went to Ken’s house, studied together, had
dinner with his family and talked about cur dreams.

We took entrance exams to *medical colleges. Ken passed one of them, but I couldn’t. So I gave
up my dream. I tock another entrance exam to be a math teacher and passed it. I went to college in my
town and Ken moved to New York to go to medical college. We were still good friends but we couldn’t see
each other very often. I met him when he came home during summer and winter vacations. I
graduated from college and started working in my town, but Ken was still a medical student. I didn’t see
him for about two years because we were too busy and lived too far from each other.

The other day, I suddenly got a phone call from Ken’s mother. It was a very strange phone call. I
went to Ken’s home very often when I was a high school student. So his mother knew me very well, but
when [ said, “T haven’t seen you for a long time,” she just said, “Here’s Ken.,” Iheard a weak voice on the
phone.

“Hello.”

“Hello, Ken. How are you?”

“I'm calling you because I want to say good-bye.” »

“What? What do you mean?’

‘I have cancer again. Now I am in hospital. My doctor said to me, “You don’t have much time
tolive. If there is anyone you want to meet, you should call them.” So I'm calling you...”

For a moment I could say nothing. When I tried to say something, the line went *dead. I decided
to visit him *right away. On my way to the hospital, I tried to find some words to say to him, but I
couldn’t.

I arrived at the hospital and went to Ken’s room. Ken was on the bed and his mother was sitting by
his bed. He saw me and smiled. I almost cried. I went to his bed and held him. Ken also tried to
hold me, but he couldn’t. Without saying a word, we understood each other. He said, “I feel sorry. I
have to give up becoming a doctor.” We talked about our school days. After a while I could no longer
stay there. After I thanked him for calling me, I left the room. His mother followed me out of the room
and said, “Ken always says you are his best friend. He really loves you. There were only three people
he called and he called you first. Thank you for coming.”

Soon after that, Ken died. That night I asked myself, “MWhen my time has come, ...”

(#¥] cancer: H> danger : &l medical : EZD dead : (BFEMPINTNS
right away : <IZ '



VI ROBHEOFEBZERCERICRZEIIT, (( D )~ ( @ ) IcA2BLEY/LNEE 18
, ThThExlrdn,

1. She can play the piano better than he.

He can't play the pianoas{ (O )( @ ) she.

2. You are too young, so you can't travel alone.

Youarenot( @ )Y( @ ) totravel alone.

3. He has no money with him now.

He( ® )have( ® ) money with him now.

4. He plays tennis very well.

Heisvery ( @ )at( ) tennis.

5. 1Istarted writing this letter twenty minutes ago.

Twenty minutes have ( @ ) ( {0 )Ibegan to write this letter.
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2. 7 Theard A earth 7 learn T  heart

3. 7 abroad 4 boat 7  coat I road
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Have you visited our town, London? There are many black ta};is in the town. They are very
popular because we can *trust black taxi drivers. Itis very lucky for us. They will never *cheat us and
take us anywhere by the shortest way, If they don't, they will *pay back the money to us. And if we go
to the police, their green *badges are taken away.

When you get into a black taxi, there is a glass wall between you and the driver. The
*driver’s license and his or her green badge are on it. It means the driver passed the tests to become a
black taxi driver. People who want to be black taxi drivers have to take very difficult tests. Some of the

*examinees study by themselves. But many of them go to school because (Mthe easiest way to pass the
difficult tests is to go to school to prepare for them. They have to remember the names of all the streets

and *crossroads in London.

70% of the people who want to become black taxi drivers give up taking the tests. Only
6% of the examinees pass the tests and about half of them become black taxi drivers. Every year about
750 people pass the tests. They have to buy their own black taxi. It is very expensive and they have to
*save money to buy it. So about half of the people who passed the tests cannot become black taxi drivers
soon. .

Many of them have a *motorbike. If they don’t, they can borrow a motorbike from the
school. They go around London on it and learn the street names in one area at a time. They have to
remember one-way streets. After they remember all of them, they take a test. Itis nota written test.
It is an *interview with an *examiner. The examiners are usually very *rude, but they must not get
angry. Taxi drivers must be able to *deal with all kinds of *passengers. If they get angry, they *fail.

They still have to take a two-week course to learn all the places many *tourists vigit—
theaters, museums, stations, parks, or stores. After that, finally they take a special driving test. The
examiners always say to them, “Go there,” “Take this way,” “Do this,” “Do that” and so on. Some of them
are against the *law. If the examinees break the law, they fail. They can fail the test only once. If
they fail twice, they'll never become black taxi drivers.

How long does it take to become black taxi drivers? @That depends. It takes about 36 months for
many examinees to pass the tests. Some take shorter and others take longer. An examinee took 9
years. I

Not little, but not so much. They are respected by many people. Most of them say that is
more important than making much money. And also they can choose when they work. Some work from
morning till evening and spend time with their family at night. Some work from noon till night.
Others work all night from evening because they can make more money at night.

To become black taxi drivers is very difficult. But we can take black taxis *without worry. Sorry

for the examinees but !
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She never eat apples because she doesn’t like them.

I have seen this movie when I was a student.

Do you know that tall boy your mother is talking to him?
I am looking forward to seeing you again.

Mary doesn’t like English and Tom doesn’t, too.

I found the book about Japanese history interesting.
America is one of the richest country in the world.

Mt. Fuji is higher than any other mountain in Japan.
My-mother gets up more early than my father.

The news was so surprised that many people were shocked.
The United States is the country which I'd like to visit.

If he comes to the party, Yl give this gift to him.
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A. After they pass the interview, can they get a green badge?

B. How difficult are the tests?

C. What is a green badge?

D. How much do they make?

E. How do they learn all the street names in London?
7 A—-C—-—E—-D-B A A—-—D—-C~—-B—E
7 B—-C—-—A-D-E I B—-C—-—E-A-D
 C—-B—-E—-—A-D A C—-B—-E-D-—-A
¥ D-E-B-C-—-A 2 D-B—-E-A-C
7 E-D-B-A-2¢C 3 E-D—-—A—-C-—-B
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7 # 12,500 A

T #41,700 A
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7 To get a green badge, people must take a difficult test at a school for taxi drivers.
- Taxi drivers who have a green badge may get angry when the passengers are rude.
7 The drivers have to attend a two-week course before taking the special driving test.
T Ifthe examinees fail the special driving test, they cannot take it again.

_._4_.



]I[ ROSEXD ( @ Y)~( @ )RKAZBLEUEHOE, BOT~IA05FNER
1D0AT, BETERREN, L, FUEFSIZLIELMES TIRWTEH A,

7  How are you?

A4 ShallI?
Mark :  Hi, Tom.

Tm : ( ® ) 7 Will you?

Mark : DI'mathome. What's .going on? .
T How many tickets do you have?

Tom : ( ® ) I'mwaiting for you.
Mark @ Don't get so angry. Why are you waiting for me? 7" What time is it?
Tom : Ican'tbelieve this. You are going to see "Star Wars" with me today.

71 Where are you?
Mark : ( @ )

Tom : March 1. F What should I do?

Mark .  You're wrong. Itis February 29 today.

) 42 How much time do we have?
Tom : Comeon! You'rewrong. February has only 28 days this year. . :

Mark : Oh..,yes! Tamsorry. ( @ ) 5 What's the date today?

Tom : Two.

Mark : ( ® ) = What are you doing?
Tom :  Can you leave your house at once?

Mark :  Yes.

Jom : Hurryup! The movie will start soon.

Mark : ( ® )

Tom :  About twenty minutes.

Mark :  Tllbetherein fifteen minutes. Have you bought tickets yet?
Tom : No,notyet. ( @ )

Mark :  Yes, please.



