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Do you know the Wright brothers? I think a lot of people know them. They *succeeded in the
first *manned flight with an *engine. But a Japanese man thought of this flight system earlier than
the Wright brothers. Do you know about him?

Ninomiya Chuhachi was born in Ehime in 1866. His family was rich. When he was a child, he
made *kites by himself and played with them. But when he was twelve, his father died, and
Ninomiya’s family became poor. Because of this, he had to work. Also, to make money, he *sold his
original kites. They became very popular, and people called them “Chuhachi dako.” From this
experience, Ninomiya became interested in making planes.

In 1887, Ninomiya was told to join the *army. One day, during his *training, he was taking a
break and eating lunch. He saw some *crows in the sky. They were flying over him to get his lunch.
He found that crows didn’t move their *wings very often while they were flying in the sky. He
thought, “Crows can fly without moving their wings. I should be able to fly like a crow if I can catch
the wind with the wings.” At this time, he found his flight system.

Ninomiya started making a plane. One year later, he finished making the first one. It is called
a “crow-type plane.” It was asbigasarealcrow. Ithad a *propeller which was *powered by *rubber
strings. On April 29, 1891, the plane ran three meters and then took off. It was able to fly about
ten meters.

Two years later, in 1893, Ninomiya made another type of plane. He made it for a manned flight
in the near future. From 1894 to 1895, a war happened between Japan and China. Ninomiya
thought planes would be useful during the war and told his *boss about it. His boss said, “I will
think about it if your planes actually fly.” The Japanese army didn’t really agree with Ninomiya’s
idea. So he decided to study about planes alone.

Ninomiya didn’t have much money, so he couldn’t study a lot about planes. He couldn’t buy
enough *gasoline. In 1903, while he was studying, the Wright brothers succeeded in their manned
flight. But the news didn’t come to Japan quickly, so Ninomiya didn’t hear the news and continued
to study about planes. In 1908, Ninomiya could get gasoline. He started making a new plane which
was powered by a gasoline engine.

But when he was making it, he read the news about the manned flight by the Wright brothers in
the newspaper. He was so shocked and sad that he broke his plane with a *hammer. After that, he
stopped making planes.

In 1936, Ninomiya died when he was seventy years old. Ninomiya took a plane only once in his
life. At that time, he said, “The feeling when I took a plane was almost the same as the feeling in
the dream which I had every night in my *youthful days.

Now, in Yahatahama City, Ehime, an event about Ninomiya is held every year. In the event,

people fly their *handmade planes. People always remember Ninomiya when the event is held.
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. There was a Japanese man who found a flight system earlier than the Wright brothers.

. Ninomiya’s family became rich after his father died.

. Ninomiya worked hard to buy a kite.

. Ninomiya became popular, and many people called him “Chuhachi dako.”

. At lunch time, Ninomiya saw some crows.

. Ninomiya saw some crows and thought he could fly by moving the wings.

. Ninomiya finished making his first plane one month after he started making it.

. The “crow-type plane” was as big as a real crow.

. Ninomiya’s boss didn’t understand the importance of planes.

Ninomiya couldn’t study hard about planes because he was busy.

In 1908, the Wright brothers succeeded in the first manned flight.

When Ninomiya read the news about the Wright brothers, he became happy.

Ninomiya died at the age of seventy.

Ninomiya never took a real plane.
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Japanese people are *fashionable. We can see a lot of magazines about *fashion in bookstores.

People in the Edo period were fashionable, too.

| A ‘ ‘ B ‘ | C ‘ ‘ D | From a long time ago, *purple was the most *gorgeous

color in Japan. People wanted to wear purple kimonos. But because of the law, people could only
wear kimonos in the three colors of brown, gray and *indigo. After the government made the first
law that banned luxury in 1628, it made similar laws many times.

But people in Edo didn’t give up. () They wanted to wear kimonos which looked different from

other people’s. They still wanted to be fashionable. They made many kinds of brown colors and

many kinds of gray colors. This color *variation was called “shijuhaccha hyakunezumi.” It means
“forty-eight brown colors and one hundred gray colors.” But actually, there were more than one
hundred browns and grays. The numbers of “forty-eight” and “one hundred” meant “many.” People
at that time showed their *originality by using these colors.

I want to tell you something important. Don’t be sad about something you don’t have. Use

something yvou already have in better ways. We should respect the people of Edo.
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7 Also, there were some fashion magazines, and they wanted to wear *colorful and expensive
kimonos

4 But the Edo government didn’t think it was good and thought people must not be rich

7 In the Edo period, people became rich and used money on their kimonos

I The government made a *law that *banned *luxury, and people couldn’t choose their
favorite colors and *patterns for their kimonos
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1. When was the law that banned luxury made for the first time?
It ( ).

2. What color was the most gorgeous in the Edo period?

( ) was.
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The Edo government had a strong power to the people.
There was a color which people in the Edo period liked the best.
About 48 browns and 100 grays were born in the Edo period.

H 3 X N

People in the Edo period had a strong feeling for fashion.
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1. I went shopping at a supermarket today.
2. If you practice hard, you will can play soccer better.
3. I want to make friends with a lot of students.
4 . Kenta is good at play the guitar.
5. Let’s eat lunch at a new restaurant with us.
6. Please kind to everyone around you.
7 . Did you enjoy visiting to a lot of places in Kyoto?
8. When you arrive at the station, please call me.
9. I want something cold to drink now.

1 0. These questions are too difficult to answer them.

1 1. Kazumi and David often talk each other.

1 2. I'm looking forward to the next baseball game.
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1. You must not run in the classroom.

( @ )( @ )inthe classroom.

2. Hideki wants to study abroad.
Hideki wants to study ( @ )a( @ ) country.

3. Do you know that girl with long hair?
Do you know that girl ( ® ) ( ® ) long hair?

4 . Shall I open the window?
Doyou( @ )( ) to open the window?

5. What language do they speak in Canada?
What language ( @ ) ( ) in Canada?
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